
 

 

 

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

             

Going the Extra Mile so Ronnie Can Take a Step 
On a Saturday in late August, we received a call for help from a very worried pet parent. Their 

8-month-old cat had been hit by a car 2 days prior. They hoped that they could nurse him back to 

health themselves but it became apparent he needed more help than they could provide: he was not 

able to walk, was not eating, and was clearly in pain. They surrendered him to us and then we 

immediately rushed him to our vet, Stonecliff Animal Clinic. Since it was a Saturday, once our vet 

triaged and stabilized him, he was transferred to SAVES for the weekend. Ronnie, as we named him, 

had a broken pelvic bone, broken left femur and broken right “heel”. Despite all of these painful 

injuries, Ronnie was the sweetest little guy and had such a strong will to fight.  

On Monday, he was transferred to Stonecliff Veterinary Surgical Center in Montpelier, VT to 

be under the care of Dr. Dan Kelly. Since the break had occurred many days before, Ronnie’s bones 

had started to heal but in the incorrect position. He had surgery on both his legs, having pins placed 

in both. He has been in foster care ever since, requiring weeks of crate rest for the broken pelvis.  
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Ronnie remains in foster care but is now allowed 

to somewhat roam to build strength back in his legs. He 

is still requiring care from Dr. Kelly but improves daily 

and will hopefully be able to be adopted soon! Ronnie’s 

bills are already in excess of $6,000 and may 

potentially get higher. We were able to help Ronnie 

because of the Onyx Fund, a fund we have that goes 

towards veterinary care that is above and beyond the 

norm. Please consider donating to the Onyx Fund so 

that we may help more cats in need! 

 
 

How can you help? 

Please donate to help with our continued efforts 
 

___________ The General Operating Fund 
 

___________ The Onyx Fund: for veterinary care beyond routine but necessary for         

the cat’s health 
 

___________ The Sponsor-a-Spay Fund: pays for the spay/neuter of cats for people 

who can’t afford the fee of our low cost clinics 

Donations can be mailed to: SCHS, PO Box 111, Claremont NH  03743 

 

Ronnie on his feet! 



Bonded Pairs: Do They Exist? 
Often two cats will be surrendered together, or find each other in the shelter, and become fast friends. Those 

two cats are referred to as a bonded pair. However, the concept of a bonded pair has been the source of a lot of debate 

amongst volunteers and members of the public. Some people think that cats are too anti-social to form a bonded 

relationship with another cat. While others think two cats that have lived together must be a bonded pair and must 

stay together. Neither school of thought is correct. Cats are definitely social creatures and can form bonds with each 

other and in some cases absolutely must be adopted together for one or both to thrive in their new home. However, 

not all cats that have lived together previously are bonded just because they came in together. Labeling them as 

bonded and requiring them to be adopted together is detrimental to them as it can result in a extended shelter time 

before they are adopted. Determining which cats are bonded or not is a very important process to help ensure the 

wellbeing of all the cats. Below is an excerpt from the VCA Animal Hospitals website written by Lynn Buzhardt, 

DVM. 

What are bonded pairs? 

In most feline adoption centers, there are lots of adorable cats peeking out of their kennels. Maybe they purr at 

you or reach out with a paw as you walk down the aisle. Some cages may contain two cats and while dual occupancy 

saves space, there may be more to this picture. Often two cats are roomies because they are a bonded pair. 

A bonded pair contains two cats that have a special relationship and seek a home that will adopt them together. 

In fact, there may be a sign on their kennel door that reads “Bonded Pair” to clarify the situation. So if you are only in 

the market for one kitty, move on down the aisle! 

Bonded pairs reflect the natural instinct of felines to form a pack. Cats may be known as aloof, but they are 

basically social creatures. Like their ancestors in the wild, cats thrive in a pack where there is a stable social structure 

that provides comfort and security. Interestingly, the bond doesn’t have to be familial. Bonded pairs can be siblings, 

but don’t have to be related at all. 

So how do they end up together? 

Observant shelter staff members know the cats in their care. They recognize personality differences, likes and 

dislikes and identify pairs of cats that get along particularly well. Once they note a special bond, care takers work to 

keep the feline friends together knowing that bonded pairs do better together. In fact, when separated, bonded pairs 

often fail to thrive. Adoption centers recognize these helpful feline relationships and aim to promote adoption of 

bonded pairs. 

It’s important to understand that even though overcrowding is an issue, well run shelters don’t randomly house 

cats together to save space. Nor do they insist that potential pet owners adopt two at a time to reduce the shelter 

population. They recognize bonded pairs and encourage (or require) dual adoption in the best interest of the cats. 
 

PROS and CONS of Adopting Bonded Pairs 

Adopting a cat is a potential 20 year commitment.  

To help you make an informed decision, here are a few Pros and Cons of adopting bonded pairs. 

 

PROS: 

Improved social development. Cats learn to be cats by imitating each other. Just as young children mimic their parents 

and siblings, cats mirror their feline family members. They watch each other to learn how to play together, how to use the 
litter box, and how to interact with humans. Adopting a bonded pair may facilitate the social development of both cats. 

Easier transition. Leaving a small kennel for a big house sounds great, but can be frightening. The move may be easier for 

bonded pairs because there is security in numbers. The cats more readily adjust to their new surroundings as they bring the 
familiarity of each other to an unfamiliar place with unfamiliar people. 

Decreased mishaps. Idle minds mean trouble. Bored cats sometimes become destructive: scratching furniture, tearing 

curtains, soiling rugs. Bonded pairs always have a playmate around and keep each other busy. When boredom decreases, 

so does destructive behavior. People who are gone for long periods of time often adopt bonded pairs. There is less 



separation anxiety when the owner is away because the cats are not really alone. They have each other. Friends are good 
and the best friend for a cat is another cat! 

Established social ladder. Cats have a definite social ladder. Introducing a single cat into a home with other cats requires 

fitting into the existing hierarchy. Sometimes conflicts occur while the cats establish who is Top Cat. If you are a new cat 

owner and intend to have two cats eventually, you can save yourself and your cats trouble by adopting two at a time. A 

bonded pair already has a pecking order established so the social ladder is set. Moreover, if you already have cats and want 

more, adopting a pair eases social restructuring since the new kitties have each other to lean on. They fit in with each other 
so fitting in with the rest of the household is not as daunting. Either way, bonded pairs may reduce household squabbles. 

Enhanced impact on pet population. Adopting a cat is a good deed. Adopting two doubles that goodness. Rescuing two 
cats means saving two lives. Double good for you! 

Discounts. Some shelters offer discounts when people adopt two cats at a time. If your future plans include more than one 
cat, it may be less expensive overall to take two simultaneously. Save cats and save some money! 

 

CONS: 

Longer shelter stay. The goal of shelters is to find good homes for cats as quickly as possible. Since many prospective cat 

owners are shopping for a single cat, bonded pairs may be overlooked. Sometimes it takes longer to find homes for them. If 

adoption takes too long, staying in the shelter may become stressful for the cats and the staff may make the difficult 

decision to separate the pair to facilitate quicker adoption. Of course, this may lead to further stress and separation anxiety. 

Double expense. Adoption discounts may save money initially but once you are home with a bonded pair, you’ll find that 

two cats mean twice the financial commitment. You have twice the food, litter, and medical bills. Consider your budget 
before pledging to take two cats. 

Increased time commitment. Although caring for two cats may not take twice as long, it does take more time. You have 

to clean a litter box that is doubly full. You have to monitor feeding time to make sure each cat eats sufficiently. If one cat 

dominates the food bowl, she may impede meal time for the partner cat. You have to play with two cats…but that’s a fun 
commitment! 

Unhealthy bond. Sometimes the bonded pair develops a flawed relationship. If one cat is overly dominant, the submissive 
cat may not thrive. Dealing with this dynamic requires time and effort. 

Ultimate separation. If for some reason, the pair is separated, both cats may suffer the consequences. For example, if one 

cat is ill and hospitalized, both may feel anxious. You’ll be doing double duty worried about both kitties. And eventually 

the separation will be permanent. Upon the death of one cat, both you and the surviving cat will need to work through the 
grieving process. 

Here’s the Bottom Line… 

Although there are pros and cons to adopting a bonded pair of cats, you may determine that the pros tip the 

balance. For people who love cats, a bonded pair means twice the love and that outweighs any inconvenience.  

If you are willing to adopt a bonded pair of cats, you may incur a bigger commitment of time and money, but 

you may also receive twice the joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Adopted 2 years ago, they had to go together 

because shy Graham depended on Marie to 

feel safe. 

Littermates, Suzi Geena and Thelma Louise 

were inseparable at the shelter. 5 years later 

they can still always be found together in their 

adopted, multi-cat household. 

Trapped as shy kittens 5 years ago, 

Scout and Thumper depend on each 

other to be brave. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Can’t adopt right now but wanna help? 

Sponsor-A-Cat!! 

Anytime of the year, you can sponsor the 

care of one of our cats for $40 a month. 

Your name will be displayed on that cat’s 

cage for one month.  

However,  

any cat sponsored between 

Nov 15 - Dec 15 for $50 a month, 

you will also receive an ornament of 

the cat you’ve sponsored! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Low Cost Feline/Rabbit 

Spay/Neuter clinics 

Nov 3
rd

  *  Nov 17
th

  *  Dec 1
st
  *  Dec 22

nd
  

$95/rabbit    $80/feline  

Includes: spay/neuter, rabies & distemper 

vaccines, flea and ear mite treatments. 

Call 603-542-3277 to schedule your 

appointment! 

 

The Warmth of Love 
This beautiful quilt was handmade by one of our volunteers to honor the memory of another amazing 

volunteer, Ginger Chan. Ginger loved cats and was always a welcoming, smiling volunteer on Tuesday 
nights. Sadly, in April of this year, she lost her battle with cancer. Ginger is greatly missed by the 

volunteers and cats of Sullivan County Humane Society. 
We will be raffling off this quilt in honor of Ginger’s memory.  

Tickets are $5/each or 3 for $10 and can be purchased at the shelter or via PayPal using our 

e-mail: sullivanhumane@hotmail.com Just notate ‘quilt drawing’ and include your contact information.  

The drawing will be held at 5pm on Wednesday, November 23
rd

  

 

   
Ginger Chan 

mailto:sullivanhumane@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Did you 

know we 

also help 

feed the 

hungry?! 

Feeding the Hungry 

Sullivan County Humane Society has a pet food bank 

that helps over 80 low income families feed their pets 

on a regular basis! Sadly, our biggest supplier of food 

donations for this program has had fewer donations as 

of late. Please consider dropping by with, or mailing, 

a donation of dry dog or cat food. 

Any brand, any size…all food helps! 

 

You can order online and 

have your donation 

shipped directly to us at: 

14 Tremont St, Claremont 

NH 03743 



Baby It’s Cold Outside 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Keep pets sheltered: Keep your pets inside with you and your family. Under no circumstances should pet cats be left 

outdoors, even if they roam outside during other seasons. Dogs are happiest when taken out frequently for walks and 
exercise, but kept inside the rest of the time. Don't leave pets outdoors when the temperature drops. 

If your dog is outdoors much of the day for any reason, they must be protected by a dry, draft-free shelter that is large 

enough to allow them to move comfortably, but small enough to hold in body heat. The floor should be raised a few inches 

from the ground and covered with cedar shavings or straw. The doorway should be covered with waterproof burlap or 
heavy plastic. 

Pets that spend a lot of time outdoors need more food in the winter because keeping warm depletes energy. Routinely 

check your pet's water dish to make certain the water is fresh and unfrozen. Use plastic food and water bowls; when the 

temperature is low, your pet's tongue can stick and freeze to metal. 

2. Bundle up, wipe down: No matter what the temperature is, wind-chill can threaten a pet's life. Exposed skin on noses, 

ears and paw pads are at risk for frostbite and hypothermia during extreme cold snaps. For this reason, short-haired dogs 

often feel more comfortable wearing a sweater—even during short walks. 

Rock salt and other chemicals used to melt snow and ice can irritate the pads of your pet's feet. Wipe all paws with a damp 
towel before your pet licks them and irritates their mouth. 

3. Remove common poisons: Antifreeze is a deadly poison, but it has a sweet taste that may attract animals and children. 

Wipe up any antifreeze spills immediately and keep it, like all household chemicals, out of reach. Coolants and antifreeze 
made with propylene glycol are less toxic to pets, wildlife and family. 

Dogs are at particular risk of salt poisoning in winter due to the rock salt used in many areas—often when licking it from 

their paws after a walk. Store de-icing salt in a safe place and wipe your dog’s paws, even after short walks. If your dog 
ingests rock salt, call a veterinarian immediately. 

4. Protect outdoor animals: If there are outdoor cats, either owned pets or community cats in your area, remember that 

they need protection from the elements as well as food and water. It's easy to give them a hand. 

You can make your own cat shelter quickly and easily. A quick google search of “How to make a winter cat shelter” will 
yield multiple step by step tutorials. 

Cars are one of many hazards to small animals—warm engines in parked cars attract cats and small wildlife, who may 

crawl up under the hood. To avoid injuring any hidden animals, bang on your car's hood to scare them away before starting 
your engine. 

You can also help make your property safe for deer in the wintertime by waiting until after the first week of December to 

string lights, and after then, only on trees over six inches in diameter. Before the first snow, you should also store summer 

recreational materials, like hammocks and swings. 

HORSE CARE: Be sure your horses have access to a barn or a three-sided run-in so they can escape the wind and cold. 

While not all horses will need to be blanketed, blankets will help horses keep warm and dry, especially if there is any rain 

or snow. If you’ve body-clipped your horses, keep them blanketed throughout the winter. 

Give your horses access to unfrozen water at all times. You can use heated buckets or water heaters/de-icers to make sure 

the water doesn’t freeze. Also, be sure to feed your horses more forage—unlimited amounts, if possible—during extreme 
cold. This will help your horses create heat and regulate their body temperatures. 

5. Speak out: If you encounter a pet left in the cold, politely let the owner know you're concerned. Some people genuinely 

don’t know the risk that cold weather poses to their pets or livestock and will be quick to correct any problems you address. 

If someone you raise these concerns with responds poorly or continues to neglect their animals, do not engage and contact 
your local animal control officer or police department for help.  

 

The following is a list of 

recommendations from the Humane 

Society of the United States for keeping 

animals safe during the cold winter 

months. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoption Fees 
All cats will have had the following: 

*  Treated for fleas, ear mites & worms     *  Vaccinated for rabies & distemper 

*  Spayed or neutered                                   *  Micro chipped 

*  FIV & FeLV tested                                   *  Vet checked & cleared for adoption 

 

Kittens   6 months and under    $150 

Adults   7 months & older    $125 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwid4vqvztjNAhUEMz4KHT2PCysQjRwIBw&url=http://teen-titans-go.wikia.com/wiki/File:Cat.jpg&bvm=bv.126130881,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFiY-2648JYuzDZ4NFWwWBbVrl_Ew&ust=1467679749664566


  

 

               

               

          

 

 

 

 

 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

      

               

           

 

                                            

 

                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always honored when someone chooses to make a donation in memory of 
their loved one, in honor of a friend, or in celebration of an event.  We would like 

to take this opportunity to thank the following for their donations: 
 

In memory of…  
Tony Bielarski from the Biese-D'Hondt family, Laura Salas, Catalini & Ann Cuadrado, Brenda Ouellette, Leahy, Denault, Connair, & 

Hodgman LLP, Joe’s Family Car Care, David & Karen Parker and Eleanor Presutti 

Frank Reed from Cindy Truman, Wragg Brothers of VT Inc, Elizabeth Perkins, Mark & Karen Burkush, Ronald & Phyllis Clark, Paula J 
Bergeron, and The Grady Cousins: Pat Storm, Hank & Shelly Grady, Dan & Jan Grady, Maureen & Dennis Stone, Theresa & Richard 

Fitzgerald, Karen & Mark Burkush and Suzie & Brian Boisclair, 

Ginger Chan from Janet Rasmussen, the Board of Sullivan County Humane Society, and Cheryl Bandanza 

Reta Brodeur from Jane Brodeur 
Larry Collins from Milton & Sandra Blackington 

Evelyn Cummings from Jane Brodeur 
Jane Watt from Mary E Maloney 

Our beloved tuxedo cat Mr T from William & Calista Thurlow 
Carolyn LaVarn from Maria Costa and Marilyn & Lloyd Page 
George Morse from Serenity Chapter of the Eastern Star 

Ella Mae Casey from Stephen & Maura Varone 
 

In honor of… 
In honor of our foster cocker spaniel, Seamas from Norman & Marguerite Blouin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We would like to take a moment to 

thank the following businesses for 

their support: 

 

Stonecliff Animal Clinic 

   DooLittle’s PrintServe 

Ayotte’s Auto Spa 

   JS Automotive 

R.E. Hinkley Co. 

  CDA Home and Property Services, LLC 

Time Out Americana Grill 
   Sugar River Animal Hospital 

 Wal-Mart 

   Tractor Supply Claremont 

Cheshire Animal Hospital 

Mountainside Graphix Screenprinting &       

Embroidery 

Ocean State Job Lots - Newport 
 

  D.A.M.N. Enterprises 

Charter Trust Investment Services 

   Ceda Park Car Show 

 LaValley Building Supply 

   Claremont Spice Shop and Dry Goods 

 DeCamp Trucking 

   MJ Harrington Jewelers 

 Runnings 

   Town and Country Realty 

 Stoney Brook Veterinary Hospital 

   Hannafords 

Sugar River Bank 

  Cat’s Tail Cove 

The Miles & Patrice Mushlin Fund of    

the NH Charitable Foundation 
 



 

                                              

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                        

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We are proud to be part of the  

Million Cat Challenge! 

Sponsored by Maddie’s Fund, The Million Cat Challenge is a 
collaboration of shelters across North America. The 

directors of participating shelters share information and 
strategies around 5 key initiatives aimed at saving even 

more cats’ lives! 

 

UPDATE!! UPDATE!!  UPDATE!! 

 Cat Intakes 2,920 

Adoptions 2,833 
---------------- 

Pets spay/neutered @ our low cost 
clinics 

7,110 cats 

203 dogs 

57 bunnies 

TOTAL = 7,370!!! 

(430 from our Sponsor-a-Spay account and     

123 from our TNR efforts) 

None of which would be possible without the 

help of the community members…. 

THANK YOU! 

 

CONTACT US! 

We are conveniently located at      

14 Tremont St. in Claremont 

    Our shelter hours are: 

Tuesday 5-7 

Wednesday 4-7 

Thursday 10-2 and 5-7 

Friday 10-2 

Saturday 3-5 
  

     Call: 603-542-3277 

Email: sullivanhumane@hotmail.com 

Available pets can also be seen on           

petfinder.com 

and on our Facebook page: 

Sullivan County Humane Society of NH

 
 

 
Check out our website @ 

www.sullivancountyhumanesociety.org 

Proud member of the  

Claremont Chamber of Commerce! 
 



 


